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Conservation Summaries for Strategy Species

These tables summarize the ecoregions, special needs, limiting factors, 

data gaps, and key conservation actions for Strategy Species. Marine 

species, including marine mammals, will be addressed in the Oregon 

Nearshore Strategy.

Ecoregions: Strategy Species were designated by ecoregion, based on 

conservation need and opportunities, rather than on a statewide basis. 

The ecoregions listed in the table below represent the highest priorities 

for implementing conservation actions for individual species. However, 

some species also occur in ecoregions other than the ones listed in the 

table. Appropriate conservation actions implemented outside the listed 

ecoregion(s) will also contribute to the overall conservation for that 

species.

      Key to ecoregion abbreviations:

BM = Blue Mountains

CP = Columbia Plateau

CR = Coast Range

EC = East Cascades

KM = Klamath Mountains

NBR = Northern Basin and Range

WC = West Cascades

WV = Willamette Valley

Special needs: These are the types of habitat or habitat elements that 

are important to the species sometime during its lifecycle. Needs 

may include requirements for foraging, raising young, migrating or 

wintering. For plants, they may also include soil, elevation or other 

factors that determine where a species occurs.

Limiting factors: These describe some of the issues that affect species 

and may limit or otherwise impact their populations. Limiting fac-

tors are often associated with changes in habitat quality or quan-

tity, but also include disease, competition or other impacts from 

non-native species, disturbance during sensitive times, barriers to 

movement and other factors. For this Conservation Strategy, limit-

ing factors also includes factors that make a species more vulner-

able to change and/or slow to recover from population declines. 

For example, some species occur at naturally low densities, have 

very specific habitat requirements, have naturally low reproductive 

rates, occur in a small geographic area (endemic), or move across 

very large areas. 

Data gaps: These are research or monitoring questions that need to 

be answered to better conserve a species. They may include basic 

life history requirements, habitat associations, or impacts from 

potential limiting factors. Data gaps that apply to all species or 

broad groups of species are presented on page 367. For example, 

data on baseline conservation status, estimated population size 

and population trends are needed for most Strategy Species.

Key conservation actions: These are priority actions recommended to 

conserve the species. Management actions should ideally address 

a species special needs and limiting factors. For some species some 

actions have already been implemented and should be contin-

ued. For other species, new conservation actions are identified. 

Conservation actions need to be compatible with local priorities, 

local comprehensive plans and land use ordinances, as well as 

other local, state, or federal laws. Actions on federal lands must 

undergo federal planning processes prior to implementation to 

ensure consistency with existing plans and management objectives 

for the area.

Photo © Eric W. Valentine
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Fishers are medium-sized predators and are related to 

otters, weasels, and minks. Historically, the fisher occurred 

in forested habitats throughout western Oregon, Wash-

ington and northern California. By 1940, Oregon’s fisher 

populations were either greatly reduced or eliminated from 

many areas due to non-regulated trapping, accidental 

poisoning, and habitat loss. Fishers feed on porcupines, 

snowshoe hares, chipmunks and squirrels. The common 

name “fisher” is a misnomer because fishers do not eat 

fish at all. The origin of the name is not known, but may be 

due to confusion with the closely-related mink, which does 

eat fish. Fishers are an important predator of 

porcupines, killing by biting the porcupine’s 

face while avoiding the sharp quills. Because 

of this hunting ability, fishers were reintro-

duced into Douglas County in the late 1970’s 

and early 1980’s. Foresters and biologists hoped that the 

fishers would reduce porcupine populations and the dam-

age that porcupines cause to trees. Fishers currently occur 

in two small distinct populations in southwest Oregon. They 

favor late successional forests below 4,000 feet. From 1995 

to 2002, a cooperative research project was conducted 

by the USFS Pacific North-

west Research Station. The 

study examined the fisher’s 

genetics, food habitats, and 

habitat use, including natal 

and maternal den sites, rest sites, and effects of stand and 

landscape composition on habitat use and home range size. 

The study has provided management recommendations to 

maintain and restore Oregon’s fisher populations.

Fisher
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As spring melds into summer and day melds into night, 

Eastern Oregon marshes present an ever-changing proces-

sion of sounds:  Pacific tree-

frogs croak a squeaky chorus; 

Wilson’s snipe perform spiral 

display flights with whistling 

wings; common nighthawks 

end diving flights with a 

“boom;” and rails reveal their 

grassy hiding places by clicks, 

clucks or grunts. Oregon’s 

wetlands are home to three 

species of rails, all of which 

are extremely secretive. Stub-

by tails, short round wings, 

and a narrow body allow 

rails to move quietly through 

marsh vegetation. They generally stay close to hiding cover 

as they hunt for invertebrates and other foods. 

Because rails are secretive and most active at dusk and 

dawn, they are best identified by their breeding calls. The 

Virginia rail’s breeding call is a repeated “ki-dic ki-dic;” 

the sora’s call sound like “ker-wee” or “kooEE;” and the 

yellow rail’s “tic-tic tic-tic-tic” is reminiscent of tapping two 

pebbles together. Both Virginia rails and sora are common 

in freshwater and brackish marshes throughout Oregon, 

but the yellow rail is one of the state’s rarest breeding birds. 

Yellow rails breed in shallow freshwater wetlands, particu-

larly in flooded sedge meadows. In Oregon, they have a 

narrow distribution within Klamath and Lake Counties and 

occur in suitable habitats at 4,100 – 5,000 feet in elevation. 

They primarily build their nests under domes of the previous 

year’s plant growth, called senescent vegetation. The total 

Oregon population is estimated to be less than 300 birds, 

which may represent 50 percent of the entire western 

United States breeding population. Yellow rail populations 

have been impacted by wetland loss and degradation. They 

can be sensitive to habitat changes such as drying due 

to a lowered water table, too much flooding, or loss of 

senescent vegetation. They will colonize restored wetlands, 

so wetland conservation and restoration will ensure that 

some of Oregon’s marshes still “tic” with the call of the 

yellow rail.

Rails

Photo © Ken Popper, The Nature Conservancy
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The federal monitoring plan 
provides information on manage-
ment and conservation actions for 
this formerly listed federal species. 
Note: Although the American 
peregrine falcon has been down-
listed from the federal endangered 
species list, it has not met recovery 
goals in southeast Oregon.
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Oregon is home to an interesting variety of woodpeckers, 

12 species in all. Named for the famous explorer, Lewis’ 

woodpecker is one of the more unusual of Oregon’s wood-

peckers. Lewis’ woodpecker is striking in appearance, with 

an iridescent greenish-black back, gray collar and breast, 

rosy belly, and crimson face. Its diet varies throughout the 

year. In the spring, Lewis’ woodpeckers feed upon insects, 

especially carpenter ants, bees, wasps, mayflies, beetles, 

and grasshoppers. Unlike most of Oregon’s woodpeckers, 

Lewis’ woodpecker does not hunt insects by drilling holes 

into wood or flaking off bark. Instead, they often sit on 

branches, snags, fence posts or telephone posts and fly out 

to catch insects. They also perform acrobatic maneuvers 

when hunting in the midst of an insect swarm. In the fall, 

they feed on fruits such as elderberry, currant, serviceberry, 

poison oak, and ash. They store acorns for their winter food 

by shelling and breaking the nuts and then caching the 

pieces in wood cracks and bark crevices. 

Like all woodpeckers, Lewis’ woodpeckers nest inside tree 

cavities. However, unlike most woodpeckers, Lewis’ wood-

peckers generally do not excavate their own nest holes. 

Instead, they use old cavities created by northern flickers 

and hairy woodpeckers. Open oak, ponderosa pine, and 

riparian cottonwood woodlands provide Lewis’ woodpeck-

ers with the combination of tree cavities and diverse food 

sources they need during the spring and summer. They usu-

ally spend the winter in oak habitats and often move around 

in response to acorn crops. 

Lewis’ woodpeckers were once widespread and abun-

dant in Oregon, but have declined dramatically since the 

1950’s. The decline is thought to be due to loss of all three 

woodland types, and in particular loss of large-diameter nest 

and food storage trees; competition for nest cavities from 

introduced starlings; and a reduction in insect populations. 

The oak woodlands east of Mount Hood provide some of 

the state’s last major nesting areas for Lewis’ woodpecker. 

They also are easily viewed on ODFW’s White River Wildlife 

Management Area. By maintaining and restoring open oak, 

ponderosa pine, and riparian cottonwood habitats and by 

managing snags, Oregonians can help bring back this color-

ful woodpecker.

Lewis’  Woodpecker

BM
EC

American three-toed
woodpecker
(Picoides dorsalis)
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The upland sandpiper is a medium-sized shorebird with 

long legs and a short bill. One of Oregon’s rarest breeding 

birds, they occur in Oregon as a small, disjunct popula-

tion, separate from the main populations east of the Rocky 

Mountains. They are very secretive except during the 

breeding season when they perform theatrical courtship 

flights over their nesting areas in high-elevation meadows. 

Their breeding meadows vary in size and type, but are often 

surrounded by lodgepole or ponderosa pine forests, are 

near a stream, and have wildflowers and other forbs. Un-

controlled shooting in the late 1800’s and habitat loss led 

to historic population declines. Currently, conifer encroach-

ment into meadows, the use of herbicides to control forbs, 

and overgrazing of some meadows in spring and summer 

may be affecting their populations. Upland sandpipers are 

no longer thought to occur in Washington, and Oregon’s 

populations have declined from approximately 80 birds in 

1984 to about 20 by the early 1990’s. A thorough inventory 

of all potential habitat, habitat research, and appropriate 

management projects are needed to ensure that Oregon 

doesn’t lose this unique species.

Upland Sandpiper 
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A bird’s primary tool for finding and handling food is its 

beak. Depending on the type of bird, a beak (also called a 

bill) may serve as a spear, probe, net, knife, strainer, nut-

cracker, pliers, or drill. Of Oregon’s birds, the red crossbill 

has one of the most unusual and interesting beaks. As the 

bird’s name implies, the upper and lower halves of the beak 

cross at the tip. Using the cross like a lever, the crossbill 

can pry seeds from partly-opened cones more efficiently 

than any other bird. Red crossbills primarily eat Douglas-fir, 

spruce, hemlock and pine seeds, but will occasionally eat 

deciduous leaf buds, alder cones, and insects. Red crossbills 

are thought to include several “groups” with slightly differ-

ent bills that enable them to exploit variation in seed sizes. 

Because of their specialized diet, red crossbills are highly 

dependent on conifer seed crops. 

Like most trees that produce seeds, conifers periodically 

have heavy seed crops. This phenomenon is called “mast-

ing” and ensures that enough seeds escape seed predators 

(such as insects, birds and rodents) to allow adequate tree 

germination. For example, ponderosa pine, which produces 

a cone crop every 2-3 years, produces a particularly heavy 

crop every 8-9 years. Red crossbills respond to variable 

food availability by being highly nomadic, moving across 

the landscape in search of seeds. They travel in flocks of a 

few to several hundred. Depending on the local seed crop, 

they can be locally common or completely absent from an 

area. Red crossbills breed in mature conifer forests because 

of the larger cone crops associated with older trees. The 

timing and success of crossbill reproduction is closely tied to 

seed availability. As a result of their food-based movements, 

crossbills need a mosaic of older forest types across water-

sheds. Some wildlife species travel across many habitats and 

require a landscape approach to conservation. Cooperative 

large-scale approaches such as watershed-based efforts 

can benefit crossbills and other landscape speciess with 

wide ranges, including forest carnivores, salmon, bats, and 

migratory birds.

Red Crossbills
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In 1927, Oregon’s school children voted the western mead-

owlark as the State Bird. Meadowlarks’ bright, cheerful 

colors, beautiful songs, and common 

appearance in farm and ranch lands 

endear them to many Oregonians. 

Due to habitat loss, they are no 

longer common in some parts of 

Oregon and have become particularly 

rare in the Willamette Valley. Other 

grassland birds, such as western bluebird, Oregon vesper 

sparrow, horned lark, grasshopper sparrow, and common 

nighthawk, also need open grassy areas to 

feed and raise their young. Along with the 

meadowlark, these species are declining in 

numbers. Grassland birds eat insects, and can 

serve a role in reducing economically harmful 

insect populations. Fortunately, most of the 

grassland birds can live alongside people if 

certain habitat features are provided, such as increased 

herbaceous plant diversity. Landowners can also help grass-

land birds by timing field maintenance either before or the 

breeding season and by reducing impacts by free-roaming 

cats. Fallow fields, lightly-grazed pastures, grass seed fields, 

vineyards, and Christmas tree farms can provide habitat for 

grassland birds and some other wildlife.

Western Meadowlark
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Petite stature, exclusively insect prey, and migratory habits 

make the flammulated owl unique among northwestern 

owls. One of the smallest owls in North America, the 

flammulated owl weighs just under 2 ounces. Unlike most 

of Oregon’s owls which are year-round residents, the flam-

mulated owl migrates to Mexico and Central America for 

the winter. This small owl is closely associated with older 

ponderosa pine woodlands, but is sometimes found in dry 

mixed ponderosa-conifer stands. Thickets of small trees are 

important for roosting habitat, and open understories, small 

openings, or meadows are critical for foraging. The flam-

mulated owl nests in unused woodpecker cavities carved 

into medium to large-diameter ponderosa pine or, to a less-

er extent, larch trees. This owl’s complex habitat needs are a 

reminder that restoration efforts should maintain commu-

nity diversity by incorporating openings, thickets, and snags  

into restoration plans. In addition to helping species with 

complex biological needs, providing diverse habitat features 

supports habitat for a greater variety of wildlife.

Flammulated Owl

Slender-billed (white- 
breasted) nuthatch
(Sitta carolinensis aculeate)
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Northeastern Oregon is home to the state’s largest and 

most intact native grasslands.  This expansive open country 

is important to a variety of grassland-dependent birds, 

including raptors and songbirds. High ground squirrel 

populations  are prey for an impressive array of raptors, 

including golden eagles; prairie falcons; and ferruginous, 

Swainson’s, red-tailed, and roughlegged hawks. In fact, 

Zumwalt Prairie may host one of the highest raptor popula-

tions in the nation. Grasslands also feature a variety of 

wildflowers, which host diverse insects. The insects are 

food for grassland songbirds, such as savanna sparrows, 

western meadowlarks, horned larks, and vesper sparrows. 

Oregon State University researchers led by Dr. Pat Ken-

nedy are studying bird populations in the Blue Mountains’ 

grasslands. Current research includes landscape factors that 

affect raptor nest site availability and the effects of invasive 

plants on grassland songbirds. Such information can assist 

landowners and managers in providing habitat for Oregon’s 

grassland-dependent species.

Raptors and Grassland Songbirds
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EC
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Oregon has only two native turtle species:  the north-

western pond turtle and the western painted turtle. The 

northwestern pond turtle is found in lowlands throughout 

western Oregon, while the western painted turtle is limited 

to the northern Willamette Valley and Columbia River. Both 

turtles are dark brown or dull 

olive, but the western painted 

turtle is brightly decorated with 

a reddish lower shell and yellow 

stripes on its neck and legs. Both 

turtles are approximately 4-9 

inches long as adults, are slow to develop and reproduce, 

and eat a variety of foods including plants, insects, and 

tadpoles. Oregon’s turtles are declining in Oregon due to 

habitat loss, degradation of nesting areas by invasive plants, 

competition and perhaps disease from invasive turtles, nest 

predation by raccoons, 

and predation on young 

turtles by invasive bull-

frogs and fish. Because 

turtles use both wetland 

and upland habitats dur-

ing the year, they are particularly sensitive to habitat loss. 

Landowners can help Oregon’s turtles by providing shallow 

wetland habitats, basking structures such as logs, and open 

grassy nesting areas.

Oregon’s Turtles
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Often secluded high 

in Oregon’s moun-

tains, headwater 

streams provide 

naturally outstanding 

water and habitat 

quality. In these 

often cool stream 

ecosystems, amphibians are cornerstone as both preda-

tors and prey. Several of Oregon’s amphibians are specially 

adapted to life in the headwaters: Pacific giant salamanders, 

southern torrent salamanders, Columbia torrent salaman-

ders, and the unique tailed frog. All prefer large amounts 

of large, rocky substrate in the streams, with a substantial 

forest buffer nearby. 

Tailed frogs, recently separated into two separate species 

(the coastal tailed frog in the mountains of western Oregon 

and the inland tailed frog in northeastern Oregon), are a true 

evolutionary relic. Unlike any other living frog, males have a 

protruding ‘tail’ that is used for reproduction. Tadpoles have 

oral discs designed for sucking diatoms (microscopic algae) 

from rocks and boulders. Females usually produce about 50 

eggs per breeding season, and larvae spend at least a year in 

the water before they metamorphose. At higher elevations, 

larvae can spend up to four years in the water and may 

require five to six additional years before they are sexually 

mature. These unique traits slow the reproductive rate and 

can make tailed frogs vulnerable to habitat changes. 

Headwater Amphibians

Photos © Brome McCreary
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Sporting a striking golden hue on its legs and belly, the 

foothill yellow-legged frog (Rana boylii) is particularly de-

pendent on healthy rivers and streams. The adults often live 

in streamside vegetation, jumping into the water to escape 

danger. Females lay eggs during late March-June, usually 

at coarse-substrate bars or bedrock potholes where there 

is low velocity laminar flow. Young larvae occupy low-flow 

backwaters and feed on diatoms. Recent surveys of known 

historic yellow-legged frog sites in Oregon indicated that 

they may no longer exist at 51 of 90 historic localities, a 57 

percent decline in known sites. Of 14 historic sites in the Wil-

lamette Valley, there is currently only one remaining known 

population of yellow-legged frogs. Historic sites have been 

altered by inundation by reservoirs, impacts from surround-

ing land use, and sedimentation that lowers water quality 

and covers coarse cobble substrates. Changes in hydrology 

due to water-control structures may have reduced availability 

of gravel bars and low-flow “nursery” areas. In addition, 

colonization by exotic plant species has reduced suitability 

of gravel bars for oviposition (egg-laying). At the northern-

most edge of its range, it may be more sensitive to habitat 

changes in the Willamette Valley. The remaining population 

at the South Santiam River site appears to be small but suc-

cessful, and reproduction has been documented. Conserva-

tion actions are needed immediately to ensure the continued 

existence of this species in the Willamette Valley.

Yellow-legged Frogs
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Lamprey are vital symbols to Native American cultures, chal-

lenges to conservation, and fascinating evolutionary relics. 

Two relatively widespread species of lamprey are found in 

Oregon – Pacific lamprey and western brook lamprey. Simi-

lar to salmon, the Pacific 

lamprey migrates be-

tween rivers and streams 

(as young) and the ocean 

(as adults), returning to 

streams to breed and die. 

Pacific lamprey larvae 

spend up to six years 

buried in silt and sand 

before they migrate to 

the ocean. Like salmon, 

Pacific lamprey link nutri-

ent and organic matter 

between the oceans and 

rivers. In both habitats, they provide food for a broad array 

of wildlife and other fish. Pacific lamprey typically are found 

in large river systems, such as the Columbia and Klamath, 

and often parasitize other fish. In contrast, western brook 

lamprey are not parasitic and do not 

migrate to the ocean to feed. West-

ern brook lamprey are more common 

in smaller tributaries or river systems 

such as the Alsea River, and are very 

rare in the Columbia River above 

the Bonneville Dam. Western brook 

lamprey do not migrate very long 

distances and tend to have smaller 

and more isolated populations. They 

are thought to be very sensitive to 

pollution and habitat disturbance. 

Both species belong to an ancient 

group of fishes, which are specialized scavengers and para-

sites lacking jaws. 

In the early 1990’s, tribal fisheries managers, state agencies 

and other researchers began to notice an apparent decline 

in numbers of several lamprey populations. In particular, 

lamprey appear to be declining in the Upper Columbia, 

Snake River and Umpqua Rivers in Oregon. Lamprey have 

long been a part of Native American culture, viewed as a 

source of food and medicine as well as a powerful symbol. 

However, other fisheries managers have been slower to 

recognize the conservation needs of lamprey. Currently, 

state agencies are investing in several large-scale studies of 

lamprey, and several interested groups have requested that 

the USFWS consider listing lamprey. Conservation actions 

that benefit lamprey could therefore have dramatic impact 

on the future of these unique species.

Lamprey
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The number of butterfly species tends to increase as you 

travel south across North America, and butterflies have the 

greatest diversity in the tropics. Because they are dependent 

on sunshine for body warmth and flowers for nectar, but-

terflies are particularly suited to warm climates. However, 

Oregon has an interesting variety of butterflies. Oregon’s 

butterflies cope with Oregon’s cool winters by overwinter-

ing as eggs, larvae or adults (except for the monarch, which 

migrates to Mexico for the winter). The great arctic is an 

unusual butterfly because it is adapted to the short growing 

seasons of high mountains. The great arctic is a large, tawny 

butterfly with dark eyespots on its forewings. The female 

great arctic lays her eggs on native 

grasses. The larvae hatch from 

the eggs and feed upon the grass 

blades. Unlike most butterfly larvae, 

which mature and metamorphose 

into adults during one summer, the 

great arctic larvae require two full summers to mature. The 

larvae overwinter twice before metamorphosing into adults 

to mate. As a result, the adults only fly every other year. In 

most areas, adults can be seen during 

even-numbered years. Maintain-

ing open montane grasslands and 

wildflower meadows benefits the great 

arctic and many other butterflies.

Great Arctic  (Butterfly)

Photo © Bruce Newhouse
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Terrestrial snails:Terrestrial mollusks:

Columbia Gorge hesperian
(Vespericola depressus);
and Oregon snail (Dalles 
sideband) (Monadenia 
fidelis minor)
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Aquatic snails:Aquatic mollusks:
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Taxonomic status.

Note: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice is reviewing species status.
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(Dechutes Juga) (Juga

(Newcomb’s Periwinkle)
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The story of the Fender’s blue (butterfly) and Kincaid’s lupine 

demonstrates how species can be dependent on each other. 

Like falling dominoes, when once species declines, other 

closely-associated species may decline along with it. Fender’s 

blue is a small butterfly with shimmering sapphire wings. 

It occurs only in Oregon and is dependent on the Kincaid’s 

lupine as a host plant. In the spring, female blues lay eggs 

on the lupine. The caterpillars hatch, feed on the lupine, 

go dormant for the fall and winter, then feed again on the 

lupine in the spring before pupating into adults.

 Kincaid’s lupine has small purple pea-like flowers and silvery 

leaves. It is limited to the Pacific Northwest and has become 

rare due to habitat loss and current threats from invasive 

plants. As the lupine became rare, so did the Fender’s blue, 

and both species were listed under the federal Endangered 

Species Act in 2000. Since then, cooperative efforts by U. 

S. Fish and Wildlife Service wildlife refuges, Bureau of Land 

Management, the City of Eugene, The Nature Conservancy, 

and a few private landowners have improved and restored 

grassland habitat, and the future of both species looks  

more hopeful.

Fender’s Blue  (Butterfly) and Kincaid’s Lupine

Siskiyou hesperian
(Vespericola sierranus)
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Oregon’s Cascade Mountains are famous for their spec-

tacular wildflower displays. Each summer, thousands of 

people visit the Cascades to view, photograph and enjoy 

wildflowers. The Iron Mountain-Cone Peak area, east of 

Sweet Home and near the Santiam Highway, is the crown 

jewel of Oregon’s wildflower areas. Several trails maintained 

by the U.S. Forest Service allow visitors to explore many of 

Cone Peak’s 20 meadows and admire the sweeping 360º 

view from the fire lookout on Iron Mountain. The wildflower 

diversity is remarkably high due to a diversity of habitats, 

including grassy meadows, rock faces, outcroppings, scree, 

snowfields, forests, and streamsides. Beginning with trilliums 

and bleeding hearts in late June and ending with goldenrod 

and asters in August, the kaleidoscope of color changes 

throughout the summer. Butterfly watching, a relatively new 

and quickly growing hobby, is also popular here because 

the wildflowers are host to a wide variety of butterflies and 

other insects. Along with birding trails, wildflower viewing 

and butterfly watching offer opportunities for promoting 

tourism in rural communities.

Iron Mountain-Cone Peak Wildflowers

Photos © Bruce Newhouse
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Rough allocarya
(Rough popcorn flower 
or hairy popcorn flower) 
(Plagiobothrys hirtus)

var.
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Western Lily
(Lilium occidentale)
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In the plot of the musical comedy “Little Shop of Horrors,” a 

human-eating plant bit the hand that fed it. While this film 

is nothing more than science fiction, it is loosely based on a 

group of plants that have an appetite for invertebrates and 

other minute animals. Found worldwide, carnivorous plants 

mostly eat insects, although tropical ones might eat an occa-

sional frog. Carnivorous plants have two broad approaches 

for trapping insects. “Passive” methods include pitfall traps 

and glandular hairs that act as sticky flypaper. “Active” 

methods involve trap-door movement to catch insects. The 

most famous “active” carnivorous plant is the venus flytrap, 

which grows in the southeastern United States. 

Oregon has several intriguing carnivorous plants. California 

pitcher-plants, butterwort, and sundews are found in the 

Klamath Mountains ecoregion. California pitcher-plants, 

also called cobra lilies, grow along the southern Oregon 

coast and more commonly in bogs throughout the Siskiyou 

and Klamath Mountains. The pitcher-plant is showy, with 

purplish-green flowers and pitcher-like modified leaves that 

are up to 20 inches tall. Flies, bees and other insects are 

drawn to nectar glands near the pitcher’s entrance. Clear 

windows in the pitcher’s hood are thought to confuse insects 

looking for a way out. Insects land inside the pitcher, and 

downward-pointing hairs and slippery walls prevent them 

from escaping. Insects eventually drown in a liquid pool 

in the pitcher’s base. Bacteria living in the pool digest the 

insects, freeing up nutrients for the plant to absorb. Califor-

nia pitcher-plants can be seen at Darlingtonia State Natural 

Site. Located a few miles north of Florence, Darlingtonia 

State Natural Site is Oregon’s only state park dedicated to 

the conservation of a single plant species. A short walking 

trail offers photo opportunities and interpretive signs tell the 

story of these interesting plants.

Carnivorous plants trap insects primarily for a source of 

nitrogen. Like all plants, carnivorous plants need nitrogen 

as a basic building block for proteins. Many carnivorous 

plants grow in nutrient-rich bogs where nitrogen availability 

is limited by high acidity. Because bogs are uncommon and 

are home to rare and unusual plants, they are of special 

conservation interest.

Carnivorous Plants

(Oenothera wolfii)




