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s \ Is Land and Water Conservation Important To You & Idaho?
\ Idaho is a great place to live, and you can help keep it that way!

ARE YOU RAISING HORSES and HAVE YOU HAD THE GOOD DID YOU JUST FIND OUT that

wondering why you are having to FORTUNE to buy a place on a creek those pretty purple flowers along
buy more feed each year as your and are now frustrated that you aren't vour fence are noxious weeds and
land's productivity declines, permitted to remove the brush so you threaten the productivity of your land
leaving bare ground and weeds? can see the water? and your neighbor’s land?

As you can see, there's a lot fo know about owning and managing land, and you need to know even more if you're raising livestock,
too. This booklet will get you started and give you lots of information and ideas for your place. With a little time, a little knowledge
and not a whole lot of money, you can have a “picture perfect” place that you can be proud of...and protect Idaho's land and
water. Remember, we're all part of a neighborhood and our actions can affect others. Refer to the last page for information on how
to avoid contamination and infringement on others' rights. The things

4 LOOk At What YOU Have that you and your neighbors do can greatly improve the health of

Any landowner needs a management p'['a n. Beloron our resources...the resources we all appreciate about Idaho.

developing your plan - look around, make a sketch, and Ekéj

few notes about your property. In your sketch, show or note:

» Con$ervation Value$

Saves money because your land is
more productive over the long term

(O Property boundaries Before You Plan...

e Fences and comals
B Buildings
W Wells (human or stock)
ss Septic system
Streams, wetlands, ponds
o8, Bare ground
g Weeds
Lawn, pasture, or crop land
& [Trees or shrubs 5
v Soil type (request your county's |
soil survey from USDA Natural
Resources Conservation Service)

+* Depth to oroundwater

Ensures better water quality for you,
your animals, and your neighbors

~ Provides wildlife habitat
Produces more grass for grazing
Grows healthier livestock
Improves your property values
Makes your place more attractive
Keeps your neighbors happier

Satisfies your responsibility to
care for the land

(check with well driller) N
» What Are Your

v Neighboring land uses
Property Goals?

v Flat or sloped ground
"lk\\_ What do you want?

The four pastures in this
"After” drawing allow better
What can vour land support?

| management of livestock
' grazing and increased
forage production. A

stockwater tank located Livestock grazing? How many?  Healthy forest?

| in the corral is accessible Wildlife habitat? Native plants?
| from all pastures and Good water quality? A 4-H project?
;educis stre;}Tb;nk 1 = Fish? Something else?
ampling. Shrub an
tree plantings along the streambank prevent You may find that you have to modify
erosion, replace weeds and bare areas, and Aﬁer You Plan! some of your goals because they are not
provide wildlife habitat. realistic for your property.
A Plan For » Contents
Your Land Weed Management and Soils ..........c.coecrierennnicnrninnnniinennnnens 2
: ’ o Pasture and Irrigation Management............c.cccoevemmrenerenns 3
Once e looked at your property and identified your Grazing Management and Livestock Health........................ 4
goals, you need fo develop a management plan for Grazina M d Fencina Onti 5
reaching your goals. Remember, even if you like things razing Management and Fencing .ptlons cn—
just the way they are, you will need 1o do something to Streams, Wetlands, and Water Quality Protection .............. 6
keep weeds from coming in or to keep the water clean! Improving Wildlife Habitat ...........c.coouecrememmncsenisesnenssssones T
This booklet provides useful information on developing the Forest ManagemICNt ... uicciiviiseisivisismssssssmisssossiadasotessssss 8
h m“"ydwem parts of your mana_'gementplan Know Your Responsibilities and Homesite Selection .......... 9

\

Look-At:Your-Land::Make A Plan




Give Your Land A Health Exam » Know Your Weeds
How much of these do you have on your property! Before They

1 2 3 o Choke out desirabl
10ke out desirable forage
Healthy ground cover (forest, shrubs, grass, or cropland) Aot  Some A little for livestock and wildlife

Weeds or plants that hold the soil poorly (dandelion,
knapweed, cheatgrass)

* Reduce the productivity of

A littl lot y
i e G your pasture and land

Bare ground Alitle Some Alot * Cause water pollution and
soil erosion because theyre
If all of your answers are in the first column, your land eams an "A" for health. If most of your answers are  less effective at holding the
in the second column, it is in average condition. If you have any responses in the third column, your land soil
needs immediate help! Read on to leam about conservation practices that will improve your land's health. e Spread RAPIDLY!

} Weed COIItIOl Weeds spread fast, so regularly look for new weed patches on your property.
Act immediately to treat them by using one or more of the weed control practices listed below. Team up with
neighbors to improve effectiveness. Remember, weed control by itself is not enough. It is also necessary to
modify the practices that caused weeds to become established in the first place!

Prevention. Good land management will help keep desirable vegetation

healthy and weeds under control. Buy only weed-free hay, plant
only certified seed, wash your vehicle after being in a weed-

vered?
s Your ©° Sail (0 eh o by

Knapweed (Spotted, Russian,

: : Suranes? & Diffuse, and Yellowstar Thistl
infested area. monitor your property, and respond quickly to v by \ ‘g‘w LU‘:‘:‘“‘ iffuse, and Yellowstar Thistle)
any new weed infestations. \w““d f* s oSt “{« seLamion

: 5 o : - the 8¢ u\ SO0
Biological. Biological control attempts to find something in nmuﬁ l L\“L. on

< yluc
nature that can weaken or eventually kill a weed plant. Successful v

bioagents include certain fungi and insects that weaken weeds by
attacking seed heads and other plant parts

Mechanical. Mow weeds annually before they go to seed, Pull
small weed patches and weeds near streams by hand.

Livestock Grazing. Graze weeds belore they go to seed using

sheep, goats, or cattie. Because livestock and wildlife can easily

carry and spread weed seed on their coats or in their feces,

avoid moving livestock from a weedy area to a weed-free area
B S0me weed species, if ea’ton, will mgkv livesis.<k sicl.

Chemical Herbicides. Herbicides may be expensive, but are effective when applied

in the proper amounts and at the proper time of year. Read the label instructions carefully

and follow directions. Use chemicals away from water to prevent adverse health effects to you

and vour animals and to prevent pollution of streams and groundwater. Only licensed users can use
restricted herbicides. Call a local farm supply store to find out about hiring custom chemical applicators to
spray your weeds, Be sure herbicide will not reach and kill desirable trees and shrubs, Properly dispose

of leftover chemicals. . .
A Soil Profile;

TYPES - Know Your Soil

Soils vary widely, even across your " Fhioter
backyard. The type of soil vou have T

o - I + Topsuil
will influence: |

» What type and how much grass or crops your land can produce
* How quickly water moves through the soil

» |f the soil will filter human and animal wastes before they reach
groundwater

* How often you need to irrigate
* How much fertilizer is needed
» Possible problems with building foundations
» [{ the area is a wetland
For information about your soil tupe, refer to your county's soil survey

available from the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) office,
in your phone book under United States Government, Dept. of Agriculture.

Parent
| Materiul Purple Loosesmfc

Dyer's M 3
B For Hel Contact your county weed control district or county extension office to obtain a list of noxious weeds in your
p local area and recommendations on how best to control them,

ﬁnﬁ%ﬁi g
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Is Your Annual Pasture
and Hay Production?

FerTiLe SoiLs Poor SoiLs

FEED (Hay) FORAGE  FEED (Ha) FORAGE
TONS/ACRE ~ AUMS[ACRE  TONS/ACRE

These ﬂgme wauewgesmdmw umy‘
up or down, depending on management,

To Increase Your
Pasture Production

A pasture is a grazing area for animals enclosed by a
fence. Pastures are often planted to nonnative plant species to
increase their production. These pastures may need fertilizing,
irrigating, and periodic replanting,

* Develop imigation (if you have a water right, see page 9). Practice
imgation water management. Under-imgating will shorten the life

of your pasture; over-imgating wastes energy, water, and your time.
» Fertilize according to NRCS and CES and soil test recommendations.

Believe the soil test! Querfertilizing is not better and can damage
water quality.

» Mow pastures to a uniform 3-inch height after grazing to stimulate
equal growth of all plants.

* Drag or harrow to spread nutrient-rich manure.
* Control weeds.

* Reseed. Contact your local NRCS and CES office to determine
the most productive seed mixture for your purpose and location,

your pasture.

A: Irrigate when the soil moisture
drops to about 50 percent of its
water-holding capacity in the top 3
feet of soil. Check your soil moisture
by squeezing several handfuls of soil
taken at 6", 12", and 18" depths in / the
your field. Irrigate before the soilat 2" "‘ghﬂ ki

the 18" depth begins to crumble in /;:,I,',m g’n‘;a/;? uhen sﬁ) e'lié’fff Z’:,u,

If there jg Staining o, on
Squeezing th soil
an fest

ere ;.
your hand, since most of the plants’  #e to irrigg, (,ese"o Staining, then it i
roots are above 18",

pictuy, e/

FOI’ He p The USDA Natural Resources Conservation

Service, an frrigation company, or a consultant can provide
assistance in designing an appropriate irrigation system for
your property.

AUMSs/Acae

‘reduwwosmand sedimmﬁon

» Irrigation Management
Depends on Soil Texture

Silt feels silky

How does it feels

in vour hand? smooth when wet
Sand feels Clay feels
coarse and sticky when
gritty wet

Loam is a combination of all of these.

p Irrigation How Much and How Often?

MOISTURE TO BE REPLACED AVERAGE PEAK SEASON

— ! S”‘_lﬂl: I~ THE 3-r001 ROOTING ZOK™ Huy/Aveust)
TEXTURE WHEN SOn 15 A7 50% 0F 115 IRRIGATION FREQUENCY
WATER-HOLDING CAPACITY®
Loamy sand 1.4 6 days
Sandy loam 23" 9 days
Loam 31 12 days
Clay loam 32’ 13 days
Clay a1 12 days

* These moisture replacement estimates are for an alfalfa/grass hay crop
Amounts may vary for other crops. Irmigation is most important for alfalfa
during the seedling stage and immediately after cutting. If your soil depth
is less than 3’ you'll need to irmgate more often and apply less water.

A. In general, irrigate sandy soils for short periods (2-3 hours)
and clay soils for longer periods (9-12 hours). Ask your farm
supply store or local NRCS office to recommend the correct

size spray nozzle for your soil type and your irrigation system.

When it rains, see if the rain has gone deeper than the soil

surface before considering it a source of water for your crop,

To determine exactly how long to run your system, first place several
pans at various locations under your sprinkler system. Run the
system for one hour. Average the depth of the water in the pans.
This is your hourly application rate. Next, divide the inches of
water to replace by the hourly application rate.

EXAMPLE: Loam needs 3.1" of water replaced in the top 3 feet

when it is at 50 percent of its water-holding capacity (see irrigation
table). If your irrigation system's application rate is 0.3"hour, you

will need to run your imgation system for ten and a half hours to
deliver 3.1" to the soil, since 3.1" +0.3""hour = 10.5 hours.



)\ Are Your Grazing Animals
Properly Managed?

: Y N
Do you have so little grass in your pastures that your 1
animals consume dirt while trying to graze? 1_'. ‘
Are your animals browsing on trees, shrubs, fences, or barns? J: ,

Are your animals losing weight, or are they overweight?
Do your animals have scruffy coats? —

2

Are your animals prone to colic or respiratory problems? - e

If you answered "yes" to any of these questions, you need a new grazing
program that will provide more grass and healthier animals... and save
you money in lower feed costs and lower veterinarian expenses!

Continuous grazing allows weeds to grow
uhere grass rools have been weakened.
A less dense leaf canopy allows sunlight
to reach invoding weeds.

Pasture rotation and good
grazing management produces
more grass, fewer weeds, and
no bare ground.

For a Successful
Grazing Program

¢ Eliminate continuous season-long grazing.

* Subdivide large pastures into smaller pastures (see sample grazing
designs on next page) and develop a pasture-rotation grazing system.

* Corral livestock and feed them hay until your pasture grasses are
6" to 8" high. Move livestock when 50% of the grass plant has
been eaten (3" to 4" height remains). Do not regraze until
grasses are at least 6" high (will take 1 to 3 months).

* During winter months, continue your rotation to distribute manure

and feed wastes evenly across your pastures or hold animals in a
comal.

* Allow long rest periods or use a high-intensity, short-duration grazing
system to rejuvenate poor condition pasture.

* Provide a water source for each pasture (see next page).

» Irrigate each pasture (if you have irrigation) immediately after grazing
to get plants growing again. Do not graze on wet soils.

* Horses do not need 24-hour access to feed or forage. Their nutrition
needs can be met with only a few hours of grazing on good pasture
each day. Corral animals for the remainder of the day to prevent
overgrazing of plants and extend the forage available in your pastures.

* On a limited acreage, you may have only enough pasture to exercise
vour animals and will need fo feed vear-round.

Poor Condition Pastures Cause

* colic and respiratory
problems from
eating dirt

« weight loss
* parasites
* poor coat

» Do You Have Enough Feed and Forage

For Your Livestock?

In ldaho, livestock are usually grazed May through October
during the plants’ growing season (if you have enough
pasture) and fed hay from November through April.
Forage is what your animals consume by grazing. Forage
production is measured in animal unit months (AUMs). One
AUM is equivalent to the amount of forage consumed by a
1000-pound animal in one month.

Feed is the hay that you provide an animal when forage is
not available. Hay production is measured in tons per acre.
Q. How much feed and forage do your animals need each year?

A, Average requirements are listed below, but may vary with
season, level of use, and the age and size of the animal.

1 horse 9 125
1 sheep 1 2
1 llama 15 3
1 goat 1 2

Q. How much feed and forage can your land produce?
A. See Pasture and Hay Production table on page 3.

Q. Do your feed and forage requirements balance with your land?
A. To find out, do your own calculations following these examples:

Feen REQUIREMENT: 3 horses X ﬁ x 6 months = 9 tons hay
lton .
acre

Forace RequiReMeNT: 3 horses x 22 125 ’%— x 6 months = 22.5 AUMs

Forace Propucmion: 10 acres lfe'ule nonirrigated soil) x LAUJ = 10 AUMs

Feen Probuction: 10 acres {fertile nonirrigated soil) x = 10 tons hay

In this example, your land will produce enough hay to feed
your animals for 6 months. However, you do not have enough
forage [grazing) to meet your animals' needs. To avoid
ovevrazinn your nastuos each year:

* Buy additional feed or rent pasture

* [ncrease your pasture production (see "tips,” previous page)
* Improve your grazing management

* Reduce your number of animals

* Seek assistance

» How Grazing Affects Root Growth

Percent Grass  Percent Roor
Puant Removep  Growrs Storren

Owvergrazing occurs when more 0% 0%
than 50 percent of the grass 20% 0%
plant is removed all at once. 30% 0%
Overgrazing stops root growth 40% 0%
and reduces grass production.  50% 2-4%
Look what happens whenyou ~ 60% 50%
try to sneak in another 10 70% 78%
percent "harvest’---50 percent 80% 100%
of the roots stop growing! 90% 100%

Notice how the root mass of these grasses decreases in
pastures that range from excellent to
good to poor condition

Grazing Management and. [ivestockiHealth




- Grazing Schedule
> For A One Herd
Multiple-Pasture System

In ldaho, livestock are normally grazed May through
October during the plants” growing season. Begin
grazing when plants are 6" to 8" in height. Move:
livestock after 50 percent has been eaten (3™~ 4"
remains). A minimum of 30 days is needed between
arazing periods on irrigated pasture and up to 3
months for nonirrigated pasture. You may need to
corral livestock and feed them hay

until the pasture regrows.

» Sample

Designs
For A Multiple-Pasture
Grazing System

® Shelter in comal
@ Water in comal
m Gate

B Coml
B Pasture

Pasture
fence

A Grazing
Management

Tool
Choosing The Right Fence

There are many types of fences. Each has
advantages and disadvantages. No single factor
determines the best type of fence to use. When
selecting a fence, consider:

F

* Purpose (type of animal you're keeping in or out)
* Type of soil material (rocky or deep loam)

* Terrain

* Material and labor costs for construction

¢ Availability of power

* Maintenance requirements

» Weather

* Visual impact

B Provide feed/hay

» Stockwater Development

An Essential Part of Your Grazing and Animal Health Programs

As you divide your acreage into several pastures, establish separate water sources
for each pasture or a single water source that is accessible from several pastures..
Clean, fresh water is essential for good animal health. Options for stockwater
development include:

1. A stock tank or pond (consider how you will keep water from freezing in winter).

2. Water gaps on a stream. For small acreages, it is highly recommended that you
fence your grazing livestock away from streams to keep manure out of the stream,
protect and maintain streamside grasses and shrubs, and control erosion (see
Water Quality Protection on page 9).

Obtain publications from county extension offices on live-
stock production, farming, gardening, and 4-H programs.

Assistance is available from the USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service, conservation districts, and private
consultants to:
* Design a grazing system, stockwater
developments, and a livestock waste
disposal program

* Increase hay and pasture production
* Help you meet water quality standards

» Types of Fencing

- 4-STRAND BARBED WIRE
Good control of cattie. Skill and design
for construction readsly avaltable.

arbed wire may be 10 horses
and lamas, Labor and material costs
high Perfedic maintenance required,

May be damaged by big game:
WOVEN WIRE
Skill and design for construction readly  Labor and material costs high. Some
avatiable. Good control of sheep. Add  maintenance necessary.

2 uppér strands of barbed wire for cattle.

—— 17 & 1o 10:STRAND SMOOTH WIRE
A | % to5-stand good for horses. 810 10-  Labor and material costs high. Periodic

bebre and ‘.f'er rrn:xanon Less e\pensne

strand wAll contain large, exofic animals  maintenance requived.
= or keep 'mg game out: Durable
== jwuum;mmm Weathers poory, Dorit use n engths
r L+ | program on small acreages. Lishtweight,  over 1,000 ft Requires reguiar
” : portable, easy 10 set up or dismantle maintenance. Needs solar or clectric

pcwer source

— whete it 1s hatd to dig or drive posts
R g Can be adapted for marshy, wet areas.
' Low maintenance:

"POSTANDI’OLBMWCE)
Durable. Withstands heavy snowfall High labor and material costs
Low maintenance:
HOG PANELS
‘Can be formed into & small, portable ve and easy o construct
pen. Wheels may be attached to make Wbrmﬂyahwm«
moving easier, Good dor establishing other small animals. Should be moved
rotation grazing for a couple animals once of twiog each day.
on a small acreage.

Grazing Managémeht and Fencing Options




| How Safe is Your
A _,Dnnkmg Water?

Yes
the stream?

action to correct the pmb!emj Get help!

Unceain /{bout the Safety
of Your Drinking Water?

[daho has programs that can provide you with accurate
information to help you assess the condition of your drinking
water. These programs help vou to assess how your homestead
structure (wells, septic systems) and your activities (pesticide
storage, manure handling) might affect your drinking water. Your
drinking water is least likely to be contaminated if you follow
appropriate management procedures. The quality of your
drinking water can affect land values since lenders consider the
cost of corrective actions or cleanup in sale prices. Contact your
county extension agent for more information

nel areas to trap and absorb pollution-
es streams or groundwater.

Does Your Property Have A Wetland?
pert

Wetlands are protected¥rom land management
activities that would destrov them or change their
function. Wetlands are determined by specific soil,
vegetation, and hydrologic characteristics. Contact
the Natural Resources Conservation Service to
determine if vour wet area is a wetland.

water. Contact your county health
best method of disposal in your area.

- -~

-
>y
2 |

kg

» Riparian Areas

are found along
streams, lakes, and
wetlands. They are
comprised of water-
loving plants such as
alder, willow,
cottonwood, and
sedges.

v

Continuous season-
long grazing often
removes important
riparian vegetation
and may cause
streambank erosion
and water quality
degradation.

These areas make up less than 5 percent of the landscape, vet
contain 75 percent of our plant and animal diversity: turtles, beaver,
muskrat, wood duck, songbirds, frogs, insects, aquatic organisms,
orchids, lilies, and more, Just about everything you like about
these riparian areas depends on good management to keep
them in their natural state.

» A Healthy Riparian Area

is the key to a healthy stream system. Lush riparian and wetland
vegetation along the water's edge will:

Slow flood flows and reduce erosion and property loss
Secure food and cover for fish, birds, and other wildlife

Keep water cooler in the summer and prevent ice damage in winter

Reduce water pollution by filtering out sediment, chemicals, and
nutrients from runoff

Provide important breeding habitat for birds
Shelter animals during calving, lambing, or fawning

Hold more water in the soil, slowly releasing it for longer season
streamflows and groundwater recharge

» For Help

* The U. S. Fish and Wildlife
Service's Private Lands Program
funds projects that create, enhance,
or restore wetlands (378-5243).

* The Idaho Department of Fish and
Game offers on-the-ground technical
assistance to help landowners with
stream corridor improvements and
conservation. Contact the regional
environmental coordinator (334-3700).

* Before initiating any activity in or near a stream, lake, or
wetland, contact the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers or the Idaho
Department of Water Resources for regulations that must be
complied with and the permitting procedure.

» County extension offices have lots of water publications,
including information on how to test your drinking water quality.

* The Idaho Division of Environmental Quality will answer
questions about state and federal water quality laws (334-0502).

‘,’*‘édt

Streams Wetlandsﬁand W@ter Qu@hty ﬁrotectlcan :
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Quiz

food? For cover?

Is there a pond, stream, or stockwater tank available to wildlife?
Can wildlife avoid predation from domestic animals, such as cats

and dogs?

The more "yes” responses you had, the more likely you will enjoy the compan

ill23

+ Plant @ diversity

+ Plont \h(h( rhe
pearing shrubs.

of birds, small mammals, and maybe
even deer and elk.

» Upland Game Birds

Provide food. Areas of tall grass,

thickets of shrubs, and plots of wheat,
barley, and other small grains provide
food and habitat diversity for pheasants
and other upland birds. When harvesting
crops, begin cutting from the center of the
field outward to flush birds away. Don't
worry about water. These birds get
moisture from dew and the food they eat,

Provide nesting areas and cover. Plant
tall grass along roadsides and ditchbanks
and shrubs along fencelines or as part of a
windbreak to provide nesting and cover. Since

these birds nest on the ground in the spring, avoid
mowing, burning, or using weed control chemicals
on your tall grass until birds are out of the nest in
mid-June. (Some weeds should be sprayed early in
the season to control their spread effectively, so
weigh your priorities.)

bSonq]Blrds

ide f-od an.T waic =, Tre_s and shrub. can
provide seeds, fruits, and berries that birds like.
Streams, ponds, or sto s can provide water.
Place a fioating | Riapks to prevent birds

from drowmng u
' (£OVER Song birds

: ‘ﬁex ghts Ila'l grass,

(evergree = By gL nesting and
safety from predators. Perches of different heights.
such as old snags, fences, and telephone poles, are
used by many birds (from bluebirds to hawks) for
resting and searching for food.

» Waterfowl

Provide food. Waterfow! like aquatic plants, small
insects, snails, and crustaceans. They also feed on
grains and forage.

Provide water. Ponds are a natural for attracting
ducks, geese, and other waterfowl. Ponds should
have shallow and deep areas and well-vegetated
banks. Vegetated islands are the safest and
preferred for nesting.

Provide nesting areas and cover. Large 40- (o
50-acre areas of tall, dense, undisturbed vegetation
near open water are needed for successful nesting.
A tangle of dead plants from last year’s growth will
hide nesting hens from predators, This dense,
dead vegetation also creates better temperature
and moisture conditions for egg hatching,

Is Your Property Attractive to Wll

Are there a variety of vegetation types, such as
small grains, tall grasses, shrubs, and trees for

vLeave snags ant
hiding: and nesting

o Plont small grair :
o Develpprpon ds or other U

1f you have
ldaho \\« partmen

the U.S

e .
ife? Habitat =
" Food+ Water+Cover
Wildlife habitat is being lost as more land is
subdivided, bringing houses, people. livestock,
dogs, cats, and other intrusions. Landowners
can help offset this loss of wildlife habitat by
growing a diversity of vegetation that provides
food and cover for wildlife.
FOOD requirements will
naturally vary by wildlife
species, from the seeds and
berries required by birds, to
the grasses, forbs, and shrubs
preferred by deer and elk,

WATER on or near your

property in the form of a
pond, stream, or developed
stockwater will increase the
variety of wildlife you can

attract,

COVER is needed for
hiding from predators,
travel corridors, nesting,
and shelter

for Creating

7 avildiife 1 Habitat

; 1eights.
i ﬁww Htion fvpes and heig
i ‘-musunhrmwu

s and fruit:

o 1
P

' N tar perching,
o mate rial Jor P Y
{ doibAeIDe _“\\\

3
. fdcd art

(
1 or large=s
terig Jac dities.

m l\\n arong Kinid,

d Games County E
lp.

e
{gses JoI wildlije food

sontact the
too much wildlife
t of Fish an
W \\dhft Qervice for help

tension, Of

S, Fish and

» Trout and Other Fish

Provide food and cover. In small streams, the majority of “fish food” comes
from the insects and leaves that fall into the stream from overhanging vegetation.
Overhanging shrubs, sedges, and grasses also help to keep water temperatures
cool in summer and reduce icing in winter.

Provide habitat . Fish need riffles and deep pools to meet all of their food and
cover needs at different stages in their lives, The rocks found in riffle areas chumn
up the water, which adds oxygen and carries insects to the fish hiding behind
rocks or under overhanging banks. Deep pools provide the coldest, most-
nxvaenated water in summer and are least likel to freeze in winter, killing fish

P Deer and Elk

Remember, attracting large wildlife may also mean damage to gardens and
ornamental plants. More deer and elk around your home may also attract
predators, like mountain lions

Provide food. Deer and elk are primarily grazers, but also browse on trees and
shrubs. Creating openings in the forest will increase grass and shrub growth for
big game. In winter, deg(gsmd elk look for wingblown areas where grasses are
exposed— that may pé vour pasture! After fe@ding, elk and deer look for
thickets of shrigbs optands of trees to rest an@ stay warm,

Provide &over When deer and elk feeg in fie open, they like being no more
than 600 feet flpm trees and brush Z Consider maintaining large areas
of dense stwyb gr trees on your propégtydoy hndmg and shelter, especially near
pastures. Areas-f dense timber are ¢goler in the summer and warmer in winter
than open areas,

build a low one with 2 S

-

fodate deer and elk and need a fence,
wire.This is easier for them to cross

- i
To develop a plan for improving wildlife habitat on your
’For Hel[f 3 al USDA Natural Resources
f J,8. Fish anc Wildlife Service, conservation

Conservation Service offic
district office, or visit Y@

e University of Idaho
local nprsery to suggest

* Order trees and shrubs
Research Nursery (Moscow
some native shrub and tree

* Information ofl
of Fish and
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» Forest Insects and Disease rands fc o bltcabO:S’Vch tdaho Depatgy o
Chemical control of insects is generally not economically feasible. Be sure to Wildfire 05 on protec ecting
maintain good forest health. See your local forester for helpful suggestion
4 VULNERABLE TREES = PROBLEM for a Healthy Forest
Grand fir, subalpine fir, species of pine * Maintain diverse speaes and ages of trees.
" > dameter, spruce or Douglas fr * Reduce losses of trees to problem insects and diseases by
;grg;:g;:: s removing infected trees and slash as soon as possible.
2 m Pitch tubes or masses of sap on bark » Thin trees to improve growth, health and vigor. Thinning will also increase
BARK \ surlace or mounds of red-orange boring forage. Leave the largest and healthiest trees. thin in the fall to avoid bark

BEETLES dust on bark, and girdling of cambium layer.  beetle infestations in remaining trees.

» Avoid season-long livestock grazing that can compact soils and damage
trees from browsing or rubbing.

T ARy i » Locate access roads away from streams; construct adequate drainage. Seed
- b:m::es mdst:;%fs m;hq'ﬁsm? eacks  Cut slopes promptly to reduce erosion and water pollution,

bark apen in spring, exposing vellow or @ Dispose of heavy accumulations of down woody material to reduce fire

GALL'RUST OR orange powdery spores which wil hazard. Leave snags (standing dead) and larger downed logs for wildlife
BLISTER RUSTS [t and forest nutrient cycling.

» When controlling weeds with chemicals, take special precautions not to kill

A Grand fir, subalpine fir, trees.
and Douglas-fir

4 Lodgepole, ponderosa pine, and

white pine most vulnerable

* When Efantmq trees, select species adapted to vour soil, climate, and

e ik g . , , articu.ar site. Care jor nei. trees Ly wawering :eguim.y and removing
- { ) | > I J
[;&I%;’r\%{l}\l.\fs : R{(,r " ﬁzﬁlﬁggﬁgﬁfﬁlm competing vegetation in a 1-foot diameter around trunk. Prevent

martality browsing by livestock and wildlife.

* Seek help when planning a timber sale to get top dollar, handle the
various permits needed, and see that the remaining stand is in good

Mestl Dougls-i; o rch and shape when the harvest is over.

Ponderosa pine

Witches-broom forms on infected
branches, leading to stunted and
deformed growth

DWARE
MISTLETOE

A All szesand ages and species

"~ trees. Douglas-fir, grand fir,
subalpine fir and Ponderosa
pine are most susceptible

- P B |ndividual trees aze dying in
R( )( ) l UISEA&L ' [hg star,d' m.te cmwni ,\S

thinning

4 Aisies, aqes, and
species of trees

W Quter bark removed,
exposing inner layers
grooved with parallel teeth
marks, and girdled leaders
causing forked tops

“s
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» Tips For Planning
| B AHomesite

* Plan for minimum impact before building: locate
homes and roads away from streams, on stable
soils, and avoid steep slopes.

o Avoid disturbing wildlife comdors, wetlands, and
riparian areas.

* Control your pets so they don't disturb or

attract wildlife.
) ¢ Maintain or plant native vegetation or other
' ' > suitable species.

Idaho is a great place to hve' As more and more people are visiting, buying « As a neighborhood working together, prouide the

land, and moving here, the wide open spaces that make Idaho so diversity that birds, butterflies, and el large

special are shrinking. You can help keep Idaho a "great place™ by mammelsneed for food, cover,

considering a conservation easement on your property. and nesting;

A conservation easement is a legal document between you and (a) plant small

the easement holder that specifies what future uses will and comer wood-lots,

will not be allowed on your property. The easement is attached (b) establish shelter-

to the deed for your property and remains with the property belts edged with

forever, The easement holder is responsible for ensuring that shrubs along property
boundaries,

the terms of the easement are met in the future, Because
some future development options are excluded, property
taxes may be less.

If you want to take steps to sustain your land's rural
agricultural qualities and to maintain wildlife habitat, contact
the Nature Conservancy (Sun Valley / 726-3007) or other
local land trust organizations.

(¢) connect with
meadows of native
grasses or pasture land,
(d) locate house and
lawn in a comer of your
property to minimize
wildlife disturbance.

327-7900

withdrawing, impounding, or *ldaho Department of Water Resources, Boise

_lovduuuﬁcusg

an, const, uction L) Coumy Dcvelopmenl Setvioes. and Planning. Zoning or -
restricted in a floodplain.  Building Departments

CONTROL OF NOXIOUS WEEDS - Idaho has laws requiring you to control noxious weeds.
Find out which weeds are noxious by state law or local ordinance and how to control them.

\'

 installation, including the * County Health Depanmem
ing wells, streams and «Idaho Division of Environmental Quality, Boise  373-0502
. capacity, and soil type

CITWCOUN‘IY ZONING Before building, contact your city or county planning office to
obtain zoning requirements and information. Find out if your city or county has special
ordinances, such as property access road restrictions, an aquifer protection ordinance,
or grazing restnction covenants which may affect your pmposed activity.

iting livestock manure, +1daho Division of Environmental Quality, Boise _ 373-0502
; «USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service Office
* County Health Depa_r_tx_nent

WEeTLANDS PROTECTION - Permits to fill, drain, dredge, or aller any waters of the U.S., +U.S. Army Corps
including wetlands, are mandatory, Call for any information before you alter any wetland. «ldaho Department ng@f
+U.S. Fish and W

+USS. Fish and Wildiife Service, Boise 3785243

STOCK]NG FlSH In YOUR  POND - Permit needed to stock any species of fish in a 1 private pond.  «ldaho Departmentoﬁ"_ 334-3
T «Idaho Department of Lands, Boise 334-0200

AR QuauTy PROTECTION - State regulations and local ordinances may regulate activities *Idaho Division of Es Eaviton:

lhal degrade air quality and may restrict the use of stoves and ﬁreplaoe& * County Health Depalhlmt 4
e : ers * County Commissioner's Office

« Idaho Department of Agriculture, Boise 332-8500

« Planning and Zoning Office

Know. Your Rés_pon.SJb_Jhtles & Homesﬁe Selection. 9
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