Environmental
Quality Incentives

Program

EQIP

he Environmental Quality Incen-
tives Program (EQIP) is a voluntary
program that helps producers install

measures to protect the soil, water, air,
and other natural resources on their
working lands.

Through EQIP, the Natural Resourc-
es Conservation Service (NRCS)
provides funding and professional
expertise for measures that protect

natural resources while ensuring
sustainable production on farms,
ranches and working forest land.

Technical & Financial Assistance
Those who submit an application
and are accepted into EQIP may
receive payments to offset costs
associated with materials and
installation of conservation mea-
sures. Practices funded through
EQIP include:

« Manure management practices,

« Pest management treatments,

. Efficientirrigation upgrades,

« Forest stewardship plans and

management practices,

- Erosion control and buffers,

« Range and pasture planting,

« Fencing and stockwater, and

« A number of other measures.

Fiscal Year 2010 EQIP payment rates can be

found on the New Mexico NRCS Web site at:

www.nm.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqgip  or  at
your local NRCS office.




Through EQIP, NRCS may also provide
or cover the cost of professional tech-
nical services to design the selected
measures. This includes:

+ On-site assessments,

- Site-specific practice and man-
agement plans, and

+ Engineering designs.

Historically Underserved Clients
EQIP provides a higher payment
rate to agricultural producers (indi-
viduals, joint operations or entities)
who qualify as a Beginning Farmer-
Rancher, a Socially Disadvantaged
Farmer-Rancher, or Limited Resource
Farmer-Rancher. For more informa-
tion, contact your NRCS office or go
to: _www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/
SLB_Farmer.

Land Eligibility

Eligible land includes privately owned
and Tribal cropland, rangeland, pas-
ture, non-industrial forestland, and
other working farm or ranch lands.

Applicant Eligibility

The applicant may be an individual
or an entity. In the case of contract
farmers, either the landowner or les-
see may enter into an EQIP contract,
provided the applicant meets all eligi-
bility criteria. To be eligible, applicants
must own or manage the land and
have a vested interest in the agricul-
tural operation. An eligible applicants
will be either:

a. An agricultural producer en-
gaged in livestock/agricultural
production; or

b. A private non-industrial forest
landowner.

In addition, eligible applicants will:

« Have control of the land during
the length of the contract;

« Meet highly erodible land &
wetland conservation provisions
of the 1985 Food Security Act;

« Meet Adjusted Gross Income
(AGlI) criteria;

- If signing up as a certified or-
ganic producer, provide a copy of
their approved Organic System
Plan (OSP) to NRCS; and

« Meet other program require-
ments.

When and How to Apply

EQIP applications may be submitted
at any time at the local USDA Service
Center.

In addition to submitting application
materials, you will also work with
NRCS to identify and plan the con-
servation measures you want on your
land. This information is recorded in
a conservation plan that includes a
detailed description of your selected
practices. Those who have previously
developed a conservation plan with
NRCS may already have the conserva-
tion planning step completed.

Program Participation

Each year, NRCS announces a cutoff
date when applications are ranked
and selected for funding.

After an application is selected for
funding, the applicant enters into a
program contract with USDA. The
contract is based on practices out-
lined in the conservation plan and
will specify a period of time, one to
ten years, during which activities

must be completed. These activities
may include practice installation as
well as operational and maintenance
activities. Program participants are
expected to maintain any EQIP prac-
tice throughout its useful life, even
after the contract is completed.

In most cases, EQIP payments are
made after practices have been com-
pleted and certified by NRCS as meet-
ing practice standards and specifica-
tions.

More Information

Contact NRCS to learn more about
how EQIP can help you protect and
improve your working lands. More
information can be found at your lo-
cal USDA Service Center listed in the
telephone book under Federal gov-
ernment agencies.

Or, visit the NRCS Web site at:

www.nm.nrcs.usda.gov

ONRCS

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
prohibits discrimination in all its programs
and activities on the basis of race, color,
national origin, age, disability, and where
applicable, sex, marital status, familial sta-
tus, parental status, religion, sexual orien-
tation, genetic information, political beliefs,
reprisal, or because all or a part of an in-
dividual’s income is derived from any pub-
lic assistance program. (Not all prohibited
bases apply to all programs.) Persons with
disabilities who require alternative means
for communication of program informa-
tion (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.)
should contact USDA's TARGET Center at
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a
complaint of discrimination write to USDA,
Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Inde-
pendence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C.
20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice)
or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal
opportunity provider and employer.
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